Criteria for Critical Thinking Assignments
Faculty should design critical thinking assignments with the following criteria in mind. Assignments must meet all four criteria to be considered “standard.”
1. Critical thinking assignments should address fundamental & powerful concepts and should be substantive and meaningful. 
List the fundamental and powerful concepts addressed in the assignment.
2. Critical thinking assignments should require students to use appropriate cognitive skills. 
Using the attached checklist of critical thinking skills and abilities, identify those skills that are required to complete the assignment.

3. Critical thinking assignments should hold students’ thinking to intellectual standards.

List the intellectual standards relevant to the assignment.
4. Critical thinking assignments should ask questions requiring reasoned judgment within conflicting systems or complex questions requiring evidence and reasoning within one system.
List the assignment question(s).
Cognitive Skills that Underlie Critical Thinking
​​​___demonstrate a clear understanding of the assignment’s purpose
___clearly define the issue or problem

___accurately identify the core issues

___appreciate depth and breadth of the problem

___demonstrate fair-mindedness toward the problem

___identify and evaluate relevant significant points of view

___examine relevant points of view fairly, empathetically
___gather sufficient, credible, relevant information: observations, statements, logic, data, facts, questions, graphs, themes, assertions, descriptions, etc.

___include information that opposes as well as supports the argued position

___distinguish between information and inferences drawn from that information
___identify and accurately explain/use relevant key concepts

___accurately identify assumptions (things taken for granted)

___make assumptions that are consistent, reasonable, and valid
___follow where evidence and reason lead in order to obtain defensible, thoughtful, logical conclusions or solutions

___make deep rather than superficial inferences

___make inferences that are consistent with each other

___identify the most significant implications and consequences of the reasoning (whether positive and/or negative)

___distinguish probable from improbable implications
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